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IN THE CLAIMS 



, ^ 4E ^_ i Please amend the claims as shown below, in which deletions are indicated by ^^yxji^^ i'^shQXvxAp^ipiyi'm 
strikethrough and/or double brackets, ajid additions are indicated by underscoring. This lisdqg of i m ■ t 'f- ^. 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the apphcation. 



comprising: 

an elongated insert body adapted to fit into a hollow channel of a gutter, and to contact 
the floor of the gutter when placed therein, said insert body comprising a nonwoven mat 
comprising a plurality of filaments having open interstices defined therebetween, with a binder 
affixing selected areas of said filaments to one another, wherein the arrangeiTient of said 

fjl^rn^ntff ynMn a9n^<?y^n ma^ 49fe?s ^ s^^^staBtiaHY flattgB94 m thereof; 

wherein said apparatus is configured to substantially fill a portion of the gutter when 
placed therein, while leaving a substantially unobstracted water flow path between a wall of the 
insert body and the gutter. 

2. (Original) The insert apparatus of claim 1, wherein the filaments comprise coconut 



3. (Original) The insert apparatus of claim 1, wherein the filaments comprise a synthetic 
material. 



1. 



(Currently Amended) An insert apparatus for use with a rain gutt^, said apparatus 



shell fibers. 



(Currently Amended) 



The insert apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is 
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configured to contact a gutter on at least three different surfaces thereof , and wherein a porriaaiof ^5 , , c *i c:cit:' 
the nonwQven iTiat is adapted to contact the floor of tlie gutter in an installed configuiFation of fee , .j.i ..m-o^ Ji J 
- i apparatus. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The insert apparatus of claim 1 , wherein tho bottom gurfbc e ef the 
insert body has a void formed therein to provide said substantially miobstmcted water flow path. 

6. (Original) The insert apparatus of claim 1 , furth^ comprising a cover sheet attadied 
to the torp surface of the insert body, said cover she^ comprising a foraminous screen materiaL 

7. (Origmal) The insert apparatus of claim 6, wherein the SCTeen material is formed 
from plastic to present a smooth surface. 

8. (Currently Amended) An insert apparatus for use with a rain gutter, said apparatus 
comprising: 

an elongated insert body adapted to fit into a hollow channel of a gutter, and to contact 
the floor of the gutter when placed therein, said insert body comprising a nonwoven mat 
comprising a pIuraHty of filaments having open interstices defined therebetween, with a binder 
affixing selected areas of said filaments to one another, wherein the arrangement of said 
filaments within said nonwoven mat defines a substantiallv flattened ton surface thereof: and 

a cover sheet attached to the top surface of the insert body, said cover sheet comprising a 
foraminous screen material. 
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^ J . -97 c A(Origiiial) TTie insert apparatus of claim S, wherein the filaments jcorrtprise cacaoBtniKf ? -r f. 
i shell fibers. « 

10. (Original) The insert apparatus of claim 8, wherein the filaments coinprifie a syathedc 
material. 

1 1 . (CuTxently Amended) The insert apparatus of claim 8, wherein the apparatus is 
configured to contact a gutter on at least three different surfaces thereo f, and wherein a oortion of 
t^C ^pqWQYffl m\ 94^pM t? 99U^m ff9PLg£lfe&SBtt?y }P an installed confiKuratipn pf tf>c 
a pparatus. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The insert apparatus of claim 8, wherein the insert body is 
configured to leave an open flow path th e r e helow between a wall of th e insert bod y and the 
gutter, when installed in a gutter. 

13. (Original) The insert apparatus of claim 8, wherein the screen material is formed 
from plastic to present a smooth surface. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A method of lining a gutter with a porous gutter insert^ comprising 
the steps of: 

placing an elongated insert into a gutter channel in a manner so that when installed, the 
insert contacts the gutter on at least three sides of the insert, to cover the channel and to 
substantially fill part of the channel; 
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i^i'-.- wherein the insert is the iiir »e rt:of oldim - l comprises: . tf' li^rvn-jLa^m^^Si^l^'^*^ ^^-^-^J* Wi^^' 

an elongated insert body adapted to lit intojhe hollow mtter chaimel..and tQ>;contaet£thca4 t?<v .;.4^;i^ilE 
floor of the gatter when placed therein, said insert body comprising a nonwoven mat comtwrisips *ta , 
a phralitv of filaments having ooen interstices defined therebetween, with a binder affixing 
selected areas of said filaments to one another, wherein the arrangement of said filaments within 
said nonwDven mat defines a substantially flattened ton sui&ce fliereof: 

and wherein the insert substantiallv fills a portion of the gutter when placed therein, while 
leaving a substantiallv unobstructed water flow path between a wall of the insert body and an 
inside wall of -^e gutter. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 4> wherein at least a portion of an outer 
wall of fhc insert is oriented at an angle, so that a lower portion thereof is spaced away from a 
wall of the gutter to leave an imobstructed flow pafli therdn. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, fiuthcr comprising a stq> of sliding the insert below 
protective sleeves surrounding mounting nails for the gutter. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising a step of placing an outeimost top 
edge of the insert below an upper inwardly facing hp of the gutter. 

1 8. (New) An insert apparatus for use with a rain gutter, said apparatus comprising: 

an elongated insert body adapted to fit into a hollow chamiel of a gutter, to substantially fill a 
portion of the gutter channel, and to contact the floor of the gutter when placed therein, said 
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insert body comprising a nonwoven mat fonned from a substantiaUy noB-absorbemt^matma^ ?«^ iiai:.: i^Xh: 
comprising ja piuralityiotfilhra'eats^MYiiig-opea interstices defined; therebetweaa^i vyiiflif^^ • ^ 

affixing selected areas of said filaments to one another. " s^:.: -^.ts • *-^r - ntoiwiLv^ ♦ i 

1 9. (New) The insert apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein the filaments comprise coconut 
shell fibers. 

20. (New) The insert apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein the apparatus is configured to 
contact a gutter on at least three different surfaces tiiereof, and wherein a portion of the 
nonwoven mat is adapted to contact the floor of the gutter in an installed configuration of the 
apparatus. 

21 - (New) The insert apparatus of claim 18, further comprising a cover sheet attached 

to the top sur^e of the insert body, said cover sheet comprising a foraminous screen material. 

22. (New) The combination of a rain gutter and the insert apparatus of claim 1 8 

installed in said rain gutter. 
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